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Good Morning:

     My name is Greg Sirb.  For the past four years I have been the President of the
Association of Boxing Commissions - the ABC.  This association is a registered non-profit
group comprised of some (53) members including all state boxing commissions in the US
as well as many of the Indian Tribal Boxing Commissions that have been formed.

     For this past year (2000) there were 822 professional boxing events held in the US,
which represents a decrease of (2.5%) over the previous year.  The state of California
staged the most boxing events with (102) followed by Nevada (64), Texas (56),
Pennsylvania (45) and Florida with (40).  Today there are over 8,400 registered boxers in
the US.  It should be noted that in the year 2000 the US continued to be the leader in
professional boxing activity with 63 of the 153 world title bouts (41%) held within our
borders.   

     My testimony before you today will focus on two parts: first, the status of the game today
particularly as it pertains to the two federal laws, and second, the changes that still need to
be made. 

     Current Status – with the passage of the Professional Boxer’s Safety Act in 1996 two
major regulatory changes were made that most definitely improved the sport of boxing. 
First was the introduction of the Federal Identification Card, which is a 6-digit number that
identifies each individual boxer and is used to accurately track a boxer’s win/loss record. 
This I.D. Card has helped boxing commissions to essentially eliminate the practice of
boxers trying to use various names or aliases as well as trying to falsify their boxing
records.  Because of this, accurate record keeping has greatly improved.  With all boxing
records now being sent to Fight Fax, which is the central registry for all records in the
United States, boxing commissions now have up-to-date and accurate information on all
boxers so as to help the commissions make a more informed decision on whether to allow
a particular match-up.  

     The second major part of the Professional Boxer’s Safety Act was the creation of the
National Suspension List, (which is at www.sportsnetwork.com) which ensures that boxers
competing are not on any type of medical suspensions.  By putting this information online
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all boxing commissions, as well as promoters, managers and the boxers themselves, can
easily determine if a particular boxer is on suspension and the reason why.  

     These two steps, which have been implemented through the ABC, have no doubt
improved the safety and quality of professional boxing in this country.

     With the passage of the Muhammad Ali Act in 2000 three more significant changes
were implemented. First the mandatory disclosures that are now required for promoters
and sanctioning organizations.  These disclosures have for the first time given the boxers a
general understanding of what type of revenues are being generated from the fights and
what expenditures are being deducted from their purses.  These disclosures have greatly
improved the financial education of professional boxers and have acted as sort of a
“sunshine law” on the sometimes-confusing world of revenues and expenditures
surrounding championship fights. 

     Second, the provisions concerning coercive contracts.  These provisions have entitled
boxers and their managers to have a more open market when dealing with certain
promoters.  

     Third, are the provisions dealing with the rankings of boxers.  By forcing the boxing
organizations to disclose their ranking criteria and forcing them to respond to boxers who
have questions about these criteria and their own rankings the boxers and the boxing
public have become better informed on how this whole ranking process works.  There have
been a number of boxers who have taken advantage of these provisions so as to get a
better understanding of how they are being ranked and why their respective rankings have
changed.   As per these provisions the ABC has developed the objective criteria for how
the rankings should be handled.  Copies of these criteria are included in my testimony.        
   

     Improvements/Trouble Spots that need to be addressed – First, the enforcement
of the two federal laws needs to be improved.  Without proper enforcement these laws are
useless.  The current system of letting the various State Attorney Generals handle these
issues has not been working.  Second, there needs to be a more uniformed process for
the handling of bout agreements, and boxer/manager and boxer/promoter contracts. 
These contracts should be on one universally accepted form that must include the provision
for forced arbitration so as to settle any contractual disputes in a much more timely and
cost effective manner.  The contracts must also be on file in one central location so that all
parties can readily attain information on a particular boxer’s contractual situation.  The
current system of how commissions compile and enforce these contracts is a mess!  Third,
sanctioning bodies need to be licensed through a national group.  
It is only through this process that sanctioning bodies would be forced to agree to some
generally accept business and ranking principles. Fourth, there needs to be sanctions put
on those state or tribal boxing commissions that do not up-hold the federal laws or that
have antiquated rules/regulations that put the boxer in either physical or financial danger. 
Such things as requiring that an ambulance along with paramedics and proper equipment
be at ring-side at all times, that the promoter is bonded in a certain amount to ensure all
boxers and other bills included insurance coverage are paid in a timely fashion, that all
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boxers agree to and sign a bout contract before each bout, and that procedures are
developed to ensure that these bout contracts are up-held by both the promoter and the
boxer (so that boxers cannot sign a bout agreement and then not show up) and that all
payments agreed upon on these bout contracts are made. 

Fifth, there needs to be some agreement on the type of medicals that are needed for
licensure of professional boxers and a system to pay for them.  The current medical
requirements vary greatly from state to state as does who is responsible for the payment of
these exams – such as (EKGs, EEGs, Eye Exams).  And lastly the formation of some type
of pension system for retired boxers.  In a sport where millions are made in one night there
needs to be some system set-up so that the wealth is shared, to some degree, with all
boxers and not just the privileged few.    

  Overall I feel that boxing in general has improved as a result of the federal intervention. 
But there is still no question that professional boxing, particular at the commission level, is
still lacking in three basic areas, Uniformity, Professionalism and Consistency.

     I would like to thank the members of this committee for the opportunity to testify before
you this morning and would be willing to answer any and all questions that you may have. 


